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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1949. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  230  in  the  estimated 
population  since  1948,  about  a quarter  of  this  number 
can  be  accounted  for  by  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths. 


WEATHER  OONDillONS. 

An  exceptionally  dry  Spring  followed  a mild 
Winter,  while  the  Summer  was  both  hot  and  prolonged, 
unusually  warm  weather  lasting  far  into  the  Autumn. 
The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the  year  was  its  lack 
of  rain,  the  rainfall  for  the  year  being  over  4 ins.  below 
the  average  for  the  County.  This  hot,  dry  weather  had 
not  only  an  adverse  effect  upon  the  crops,  making 
vegetables  both  scarce  and  expensive,  but  increased 
the  anxiety  already  felt  by  those  dependent  upon 
shallow  wells  for  their  water  supply. 


GENERAL 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  69,267 

Resident  population  mid-year  1949 

(as  estimated  by  Registrar  General)  22,660 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  6,956 

Rateable  Value  (end  of  1949)  £77,506 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £308  12s.  Id. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

• 

Forchoe  & England 

Forehoc  & 

Henstcad  & Wales 

Henstcad 

(1949)  (1949) 

(1948) 

Total 

Male  Female 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  — 

Legitimate 

317 

169 

148 

• 

Illegitimate 

13 

7 

6 

Total 

330 

176 

154 

14.56  16.7 

18.3 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Rate  per  1,000  Population — 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

4 

3 

0.31  0.39 

0.48 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population — 

DEATHS: 

265 

148 

117 

11.69  11.7 

10.69 

Maternal 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  — 

Mortality : 

2 

— 

2 

5.93  0.98 

— 

Infant  Mortality  : 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  — 

Legitimate 

8 

7 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

0 

27.3  32 

41.3 

The  causes  of 

death 

given 

in  the  following  Table 

are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General: — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  Males  Females  Totals 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

■ — 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

• — 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

2 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

■ — 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  & Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

• — 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer 

20 

11 

31 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

4 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

11 

18 

29 

Heart  Diseases 

57 

43 

100 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

9 

11 

Bronchitis 

3 

7 

10 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

10 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

4 

6 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

— 

— 

• — 

4 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males  Females  Totals 


Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 

Puerperal  & Post-abort.  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Birth 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  inj.  Infant  Dis. 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  other  Causes 


2 

1 

3 


2 

2 3 

2 5 

1 1 
1 1 


2 

6 

3 

4 

1 

12 


2 

1 7 


3 

4 


1 2 

9 21 


Totals  ...  149  119  268 


There  were  81  fewer  births  and  25  more  deaths 
registered  during  the  year.  The  birth  rate  has  fallen 
from  18.3  (1948)  to  14.56  and  is  now  well  below  the 
national  rate  of  16.7.  Ihe  death  rate  is  11.69  compared 
with  10.69  in  1948  and  a national  rate  of  11.7.  For  the 
first  time  since  1939  an  area  comparability  factor  has 
been  given.  When  this  factor  is  applied  to  the  crude 
death  rate,  the  resulting  figure  can  be  used  for  com- 
parison between  local  death  rates.  This  adjusted  death 
rate  for  the  district  is  9.59. 

There  were  9 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  27.3  which 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  national  rate  of 
32  and  last  year’s  rate  of  41.3.  It  is  specially  grati- 
fying to  note  that  all  these  infant  deaths  were  due  to 
prematurity  or  congenital  defects  and  that  none  had 
a preventable  cause  such  as  infection  or  accident.  This 
reflects  great  credit  on  those  responsible  for  infant 
care  and  may  well  be  a more  remote  result  of  an  en- 
lightened re-housing  policy  through  which  the  families 
with  infants  and  young  children  are  given  high  priority. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  heart  disease  (100), 
circulatory  diseases,  including  cerebral  haemorrhage  (40) 
and  cancer  (31)  and  the  only  figure  which  shows  a 
marked  difference  from  1948  was  that  for  heart  dis- 
ease in  the  male  accounting  for  19  more  deaths  than 
last  year.  Tuberculosis  caused  8 deaths,  one  more  than 
last  year,  and  there  was  only  one  fatal  case  of  influenza. 
There  were  9 deaths  from  violence  including  three 
suicides  and  4 road  traffic  accidents.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  accidents  in  the  home. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  63c>/o  of  male  and  only 
]6^/o  of  female  deaths  occurred  before  the  age  of  65. 
The  chief  causes  of  these  male  deaths  in  the  younger 
groups  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation, 
cancer  and  tuberculosis. 


INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

Disease 

0—1 

3 

5 

10 

Ages 

15 

25 

45 

65 

Over 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  — - 

6 

16 

6 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

29 

Whooping  Cough  1 

2 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria  — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice  — 

1 

3 

1 

6 

13 

2 

1 

2 

29 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  — 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

8 

Acute  Encephalitis  — 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  1 

7 

26 

69 

9 

3 

4 

— 

— 

119 

Pneumonia  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

7 

1 

14 

Erysipelas  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

O 

u 

5 

Dysentery  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— - 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

Malaria  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  2 

16 

47 

80 

16 

20 

14 

9 

5 

209 

General. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  much  lower 
than  in  1948,  only  209  cases  being  notified,  compared 
with  323  last  year.  The  chief  cause  of  this  decrease 
was  a lowered  incidence  of  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  8 more  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  1949 
than  in  1948,  29  cases  being  notified.  The  majority  were 
of  school  age  or  older,  only  6 cases  being  under  5 years 
of  age. 

1949  was  the  first  year  in  which  special  efforts 
were  made  to  seek  carriers  of  haemolytic  streptococci 
in  schools  from  which  cases  of  scarlet  fever  had  been 
notified.  All  those  whose  nose  and  throat  swabs  gave 
a heavy  growth  of  organisms  were  given  local  strepto- 
cide  treatment  and  excluded  from  school  until  negative 
swabs  had  been  obtained. 
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It  is  too  early  yet  to  estimate  the  value  of  this 
procedure  but  it  is  of  some  interest  to  record  that  11 
villages  were  affected  and  in  no  parish  were  more  than 

3 cases  notified  during  any  one  month.  Nothing  in 
the  nature  of  a local  epidemic  occurred. 

Scarlet  fever  caused  no  deaths  and  no  complications 
were  reported.  Only  4 cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital, 
the  rest  being  isolated  at  home. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  less  cases  of  Measles  than  last  year, 
119  being  notified,  compared  with  195  in  1948.  This 
gives  an  attack  rate  of  5.25  which  is  considerably  lower 
than  the  national  rate  of  8.95. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  November 
and  December  with  a large  outbreak  at  Barford  and 
groups  of  cases  at  Hethersett  and  Great  and  Little 
Melton.  In  July  and  August  38  cases  were  notified, 
chiefly  from  Swainsthorpe  and  Newton  Flotman.  The 
rest  were  scattered  over  many  parishes. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  figures  were  rising 
steeply  and  it  was  anticipated  that  there  would  be  a 
large  epidemic  in  the  early  months  of  1950.  No  compli- 
cations were  reported,  no  cases  had  to  be  admitted  to 
Hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough  was  much  less  prevalent,  only 

4 cases  being  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with 
74  in  1948. 

Diphtheria. 

I am  happy  to  report  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
was  notified  during  the  year. 

Infective  Hepatitis  or  Epidemic  Jaundice. 

There  was  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  Infective  Jaundice,  29  cases  being  notified  during 
the  year.  Two  small  epidemics  could  be  traced  in 
Hethersett  and  Little  Melton.  9 cases  were  notified 
from  Hethersett  from  January  to  April,  7 of  them 
occurring  in  January.  At  Little  Melton  there  were  6 
cases  from  January  to  March.  These  two  villages  are 
close  enough  together  to  suspect  that  they  shared  a 
small  outbreak  between  them, 
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As  it  is  believed  that  the  disease  is  spread  mainly 
by  droplet  infection  it  is  possible  that  the  virus  was 
passed  both  at  school  and  at  winter  indoor  gatherings. 

The  rest  of  the  cases  were  sporadic  over  11  other 
parishes  and  occurred  mainly  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year. 

The  only  complication  reported  was  the  death  of 
a man  of  55  from  acute  yellow  atrophy  of  the  liver,  a 
rare  but  well  known  result  of  the  disease.  The  majority 
of  cases  were  over  15,  only  5 cases  being  notified  in 
children  of  school  age  or  younger,  which  is  an  unusual 
finding. 

Poliomyelitis. 

8 cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  and  confirmed 
during  the  year.  There  was  a group  of  6 cases  in  the 
Deopham  area  and  2 isolated  cases,  at  Hethersett  and 
Newton  Flotman. 

The  Hethersett  case  may  have  been  infected  by 
contacts  of  a Norwich  school  case,  although  no  direct 
connection  could  be  traced.  He  was  a mild  case  and 
made  a complete  recovery  without  paralysis. 

The  case  at  Newton  Flotman  was  an  adult  who 
had  been  awa}^  in  the  London  area  before  his  attack 
and  may  well  have  aquired  his  infection  there.  He 
appeared  to  have  had  no  contact  with  any  known 
Norfolk  case.  He  also  made  a complete  recovery. 

The  6 cases  in  the  Deopham  area  were  of  special 
interest  epidemiologically.  Notification  was  received  in 
August  that  a visitor  to  Deopham  had  been  a contact 
of  a case  of  Poliomyelitis  at  a Guide  Camp.  More  than 
6 weeks  later  a girl  of  7 was  diagnosed  as  a case  and 
sent  to  Hospital.  She  was  attending  the  Village  School 
and  about  a fortnight  later  a boy  of  13  from  the  school 
was  removed  to  Hospital  with  a very  severe  attack. 
Two  days  after  that  the  father  of  one  of  the  school- 
children  began  a mild  attack.  The  next  case  was  the 
younger  brother  of  two  schoolchildren  and  took  ill 
two  days  later  than  case  No.  3. 

There  was  an  interval  of  about  10  days  before 
the  fifth  case,  another  schoolchild  aged  5 and,  2 days 
after  his  attack,  the  last  one  occurred. 
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This  6th  case  was  a boy  of  17  who  lived  in  the 
he  use  where  the  original  contact  from  the  Guide 
had  stayed  in  August  but  at  no  time  were  they  living 
under  the  same  roof.  He  also  had  a younger  brother 
at  the  Village  school.  Fortunately  all  these  cases  ex- 
cept No.  2,  the  boy  of  13  made  complete  recoveries,, 
but  he  was  very  seriously  ill  for  a long  time  and  has 
still  extensive  paralysis. 

It  seems  quite  probable  that  the  contact  from  the 
Guide  Camp  imported  the  infection  into  the  Village 
and  caused  many  people  to  become  temporary  carriers. 
In  turn,  one  of  these  carriers  must  have  passed  on  the 
infection  to  the  first  case  who,  being  a schoolchild, 
may  have  disseminated  the  infection  in  the  School. 
However,  only  two  other  scholars  had  recognisable 
attacks  of  the  disease  and  the  3 other  cases  were  all 
home  contacts  of  schoolchildren,  a father  and  a younger 
and  an  older  brother  respectively. 

This  seems  to  support  the  theory  that,  when  this 
disease  attacks  a community,  the  carrier  state  is  very 
widespread  and  that  for  one  frank  case  one  can  infer 
that  there  will  be  perhaps  a dozen  or  more  symptomless 
carriers.  No  other  explanation  could  account  for  the 
way  in  which  the  epidemic  took  its  course  in  this 
Village. 

Largely  to  allay  public  alarm,  the  school  was 
closed  for  some  weeks  but  it  is  impossible  to  say, 
whether  this  had  any  effect  upon  the  incidence  of 
the  disease. 

Since  1947,  there  have  been  15  confirmed  cases 
of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  district,  resulting  in  3 deaths, 
4 with  permanent  paralysis  and  8 complete  recoveries. 

Three  of  the  four  paralytic  cases  were  left  with 
very  extensive  disability.  Two  are  still  unable  to  walk 
but  efforts  are  being  made  to  provide  them  with  suit- 
able apparatus  which  may  enable  them  to  do  so  in 
course  of  time.  One  of  the  other  two  cases  has  been 
left  with  a moderate  degree  of  paralysis  of  her  left  arm. 
The  other  case  has  extensive  weakness  of  both  arms 
and  hands  but  has  undergone  a course  of  training  and 
rehabilitation  and  is  now  employed  at  the  Remploy 
Factory  for  handicapped  workers. 
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Enteric  Group. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Typhoid,  Paratyphoid  or 
Dysentery  notified  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  and  sex  in- 
cidence during  the  year: — 


Cases  on  Register  at  December  31st,  1949. 


Pulmonary. 

Non -Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Male 

• • • 

• • • 

47 

28 

75 

Female 

• • • 

• • • 

32 

25 

57 

79 

53 

132 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  132  cases  re- 
maining on  the  Register,  the  same  as  in  1948.  There 
were  18  new  cases  notified,  12  of  these  being  of  the 
pulmonary  type,  compared  with  10  in  1948.  There  were 
8 deaths,  one  more  than  last  year,  7 of  these  being 
pulmonary  cases,  5 male  and  2 female. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a fatal  case  of  Tuber- 
culous Meningitis  has  to  be  reported  again  this  year. 
This  was  a boy  of  3 who  took  ill  in  August,  was  ad- 
mitted to  Hospital  and  died  within  a short  time. 
Careful  investigation  failed  to  reveal  an  infected  milk 
supply  or  any  member  of  the  family  suffering  from 
open  tuberculosis.  It  afterwards  transpired,  however, 
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that  he  had  lived  for  the  first  three  months  of  1948 

in  the  same  house  as  a very  severe  adult  case  of' 

tuberculosis,  which  was  only  diagnosed  2 months  after 
the  child  had  gone  home.  This  adult  case  died  seven 
months  later  in  a Sanatorium. 

Non  - pulmonary  tuberculosis  of  young  children 
under  5 years  of  age  is  a wholly  preventable  disease 
and  this  case  shows  how  important  it  is  to  trace  all 

contacts  of  an  open  case  even  if  no  longer  living  at 

risk.  Another  lesson  to  be  learnt  is  the  long  latent 
period  between  exposure  to  infection  and  the  develop- 
ment of  recognisable  disease.  With  the  recent  encourag- 
ing results  of  treatment  with  streptomycin  and  similar 
preparations  it  is  very  important  that  tuberculous 
meningitis  should  be  diagnosed  in  the  earliest  and 
possibly  curable  stage.  A wider  conception  of  contact 
tracing  would  be  one  method  of  achieving  this  end. 

Although  the  numbers  are  small,  the  majority  of 
the  new  cases  and  deaths  have  occurred  in  males  over 
35.  This  has  been  a constant  finding  in  recent  years 
and  many  theories  have  been  advanced  to  account  for 
it.  It  is  certain  that  tuberculosis  can  no  longer  be 
regarded  as  wholly  a disease  of  the  young  adult  and 
mass  radiography  of  the  older  age  groups  would 
probably  reveal  much  at  present  unsuspected  infection. 

The  present  administrative  set-up  is  not  a very 
effective  way  of  tackling  this  most  serious  of  our 
diseases.  The  division  of  responsibility  between  the 
three  authorities — Hospital  Board,  County  Council  and 
District  Council — cannot  make  for  efficiency.  The  pre- 
ventive side  has  been  greatly  overshadowed  by  diagnosis 
and  treatment  and  at  present  no  one  official  is  in  a 
position  to  study  the  disease  as  it  affects  the  community 
as  a whole  and  to  advise  on  possible  preventive 
measures  in  the  light  of  these  findings.  There  is  no  field 
of  medicine  in  which  proper  co-ordination  is  more 
urgently  needed. 

FOOD  POiSe^lNO. 

One  case  of  suspected  food-poisoning  was  investi- 
gated during  the  year.  The  suspected  food  was  pork 
cheese  but  no  bacteriological  evidence  was  obtained 
from  either  the  patient  or  the  foodstuff.  The  illness 
may  have  been  caused  by  pre-formed  toxin  due  to  the 
action  of  bacteria  in  the  food  and  the  sudden  onset 
and  rapid  recovery  would  support  this  theory. 
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A report  of  an  outbreak  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting 
amongst  schoolchildren  at  Stoke  fdoly  Cross  was  fully 
investigated  but  the  attacks  were  very  short-lived  and 
recovery  was  so  rapid  that  no  evidence  could  be 
obtained  as  to  the  cause  of  the  illness. 

GLEAN  FOOD  OAIVIPAIGN. 

Although  no  definite  clean  food  campaign  was 
carried  on  during  the  year,  every  opportunity  was 
taken  to  address  suitable  audiences,  such  as  Women’s 
Institutes  on  the  subject  of  Food  Hygiene. 

The  best  method  of  propaganda  is  through  personal 
contact  with  the  food-handlers  themselves  and  much 
good  work  was  carried  on  in  this  direction  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  routine 
inspections. 

mmim. 

There  were  654  applications  for  houses  on  the 
Council’s  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  1949,  which  is  one 
more  than  in  December,  1948.  New  applications 
received  amounted  to  about  65  and  the  Council  housed 
a total  of  137  families  during  the  year,  64  of  these  in 
new  or  pre-war  permanent  houses  and  73  of  them  in 
converted  hutted  accommodation.  The  number  on  the 
waiting  list  now  includes  178  applicants  who  are  al- 
ready housed  in  converted  huts. 

The  waiting  list  can  be  dissected  and  grouped  in 
various  ways,  i.e.  size  of  family,  degree  of  priority 
depending  upon  present  accommodation,  medical  reasons, 
or  occupation,  e.g.  agricultural  work. 

The  most  important  consideration  is  the  present 
health  of  the  family,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  and  their  actual  living  con- 
ditions, degree  of  overcrowding,  dampness  and  adequacy 
of  ventilation.  On  these  considerations  224  or  nearly 
one  third  of  all  applicants  are  living  in  very  unsatis- 
factory accommodation. 

It  will  be  seen  that  if,  even  with  hutted  accommo- 
dation, only  137  families  could  be  re-housed  in  1949, 
and  there  seems  little  likelihood  of  as  many  new  homes 
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being  found  in  1950,  it  will  take  nearly  two  years  to 
re-house  the  known  priofj^^  cases  alone.  It  is,  therefore, 
essential  that  urgent  priority  be  given  to  those  families 
whose  prolonged  stay  in  their  present  conditions  would 
be  actively  detrimental  to  health,  the  two  obvious  types 
of  case  being  the  tuberculous  family  and  the  family 
with  young  children  under  5,  especially  if  overcrowded. 

There  is  another  way  in  which  the  tuberculous 
family  (at  least  one  member  of  which  suffers  from 
tuberculosis)  needs  special  consideration  and  that  is 
in  the  matter  of  rent  rebate.  Tuberculosis  is  a long  and 
wearisome  disease  which,  even  at  its  most  favourable, 
takes  years  to  cure.  Only  the  best  possible  standards 
of  living,  especially  nutrition,  will  expedite  the  recovery 
of  the  patient  and  maintain  the  resistance  of  the  house- 
hold contacts  who  have  been  exposed  to  infection.  If 
too  much  of  the  family  income  has  to  be  spent  in  rent, 
then  less  will  be  available  for  food  and  extras.  Even 
if  the  patient  is  working,  extra  consideration  could 
well  be  given  in  fixing  the  rent  and  may  prove  a real 
economy  in  the  long  run.  Economic  considerations  are 
frequently  the  greatest  deterrents  to  an  adult  seeking 
medical  advice  at  the  early  and  curable  stage  of  the 
disease. 

Slum  Clearance,  1949, 

Condemned  Houses  Demolished  ...  ...  4 

Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  6 

Undertakings  Accepted  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  condemned  houses  still  occupied  ...  120 
No.  of  above  under  Council  requisition  ...  15 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures,  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  do  much  to  reduce  the  serious  amount 
of  old  and  insanitary  property  still  being  occupied.  It 
must  be  emphasized  that  these  numbers  only  represent 
those  dwellings  already  ascertained  and  dealt  with, 
all  of  whose  occupants  should  be  re-housed  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  Until  a comprehensive  surv^ 
is  carried  out  in  the  district,  no  realistic  picture  of  the 
housing  need  can  be  obtained.  It  is  important  that  at 
least  the  worst  of  the  property  should  be  surveyed  at 
an  early  date,  so  that  the  Council  may  press  for  a Inore 
generous  allocation  of  new  houses  in  the  coming  years. 
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The  most  urgent  need  of  the  district  is  still  many 
more  units  of  accommodation,  if  necessary  of  simpler 
design  so  that  the  same  amount  of  money,  labour  and 
material  may  have  a greater  effect  upon  the  health  and 
happiness  of  the  community. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Apart  from  bores  sunk  on  housing  sites,  there 
were  no  additions  to  the  piped  water  supplies  of  the 
district  in  1949.  The  Hethersett  scheme  was  started 
during  the  year  and  it  was  anticipated  that  at  least  a 
stand-pipe  supply  would  be  available  to  the  majority 
of  the  village  early  in  1950. 

Those  dependent  upon  shallow  wells  were  worse 
off  than  in  1948  as  the  continuing  lack  of  rain  caused 
man}^  more  wells  to  go  dry.  An  average  of  450  houses  in 
29  parishes  had  to  have  water  carted  to  them  by  the 
Council  right  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  there 
seemed  little  likelihood  that  this  number  would  be 
reduced  in  the  near  future. 

The  quality  of  the  water  in  shallow  wells  is  always 
suspect  and  now  that  the  quantity  available  in  many  of 
them  is  greatly  reduced  or  non-existent,  the  urgent 
necessity  for  a comprehensive  piped  supply  for  the 
district  becomes  even  more  apparent.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  real  priority  will  be  given  to  the  Council’s  schemes 
in  view  of  the  widespread  water  shortage  in  the  district. 

SEWERAGE. 

It  is  unfortunately  still  impossible  to  report  pro- 
gress with  even  the  urgent  sewerage  needs  of  the 
district.  Apart  from  the  small  schemes  installed  on  new 
housing  sites,  some  of  which  have  been  made  available 
to  a few  neighbouring  properties,  no  new  work  was 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

A Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  at  Hingham 
and  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  parish  was  approved 
in  principle.  It  seems  unlikely,  however,  in  view  of 
recent  cuts  in  capital  expenditure  that  the  scheme  will 
be  started  in  the  near  future. 

The  urgency  of  a scheme  for  New  Costessey  was 
indicated  by  the  nuisance  created  by  overflowing  cess- 
pools in  the  Richmond  Road  area  and  a plan  is  being 
prepared  for  presentation  to  the  Ministry. 
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Although  it  is  apparently  assumed  that  water 
schemes  are  a first  priority,  a case  can  be  made  out  in 
some  instances  for  a sewerage  scheme  to  be  given  pre- 
cedence, particularly  when  a persistent  nuisance  exists. 
The  two  parishes  mentioned  above  are  in  specially 
urgent  need. 


SJ5GIAL  HEALTH» 

Following  my  comprehensive  survey  in  1948  of  the 
social  amenities  of  the  various  parishes,  I am  glad  to 
report  some  further  developments  during  the  year. 

Evening  Institutes  have  been  started  at  Hethersett, 
Mulbarton  and  Poringland,  while  increased  social  and 
educational  activity  is  reported  from  Stoke  Holy  Cross 
and  Keswick. 

A Village  Hall  has  been  opened  at  Barford  and 
Wramiplingham  and  a scheme  to  provide  one  has  been 
started  at  Ci'ingleford.  Costessey  is  anxious  for  a 
community  centre  but  their  scheme  is  held  up  for  the 
moment  by  Further  Education  development  plans. 

Two  villages  are  interested  in  the  provision  of 
playing  fields.  Little  Melton — who  are  considering  a 
scheme— and  Swardeston,  where  some  difficulty  has 
arisen  about  agricultural  clearance. 

l^oysiiig  Site. 

The  conversion  of  79  service  huts  on  the  aerodrome 
into  living  accommodation  since  1947  has  created  a new 
and  artificial  community.  It  was,  therefore,  important 
that  the  residents  should  get  together  and  provide  the 
amenities  they  lacked  and  be  encouraged  to  develop 
some  sort  of  satisfactory  comimunity  life. 

Following  an  informal  discussion  with  a few  re- 
presentative residents,  a general  meeting  was  called 
which  elected  a Social  Committee  to  explore  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  situation. 

Progress  has  been  slow  but  certain  positive  achieve- 
ments can  be  reported.  Several  social  evenings, 
including  a very  successful  children’s  party,  have  been 
held  in  the  old  NAAFI  building  and  a regular  film  show 
now  takes  place  in  the  same  premises,  while  the  gym- 
nasium has  been  cleaned  up  and  used  for  dances. 
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A very  well  supported  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  has 
been  established  and  is  to  be  upgraded  to  the  status 
of  a full  County  Centre  in  1950.  There  is  a well- 
patronised  branch  of  the  Norfolk  County  Library  and 
a shop,  post  office  and  telephone  box  have  greatly  im- 
proved the  local  amenities. 

For  the  younger  members  of  the  community  there 
is  a popular  Scout  Troop  and  St.  John  have  started  a 
cadet  class  for  girls,  while  a regular  Sunday  School 
class  is  held  in  premises  specially  reserved  for  the 
purpose. 

No  Further  Education  classes  or  other  more  or- 
ganised group  activities  have  yet  developed  but  a very 
good  start  has  been  made  with  the  primary  work  of  a 
new  community,  that  of  getting  the  people  together. 
It  w;ill  be  very  interesting  to  watch  further  develop- 
ments from  this  rather  unusual  social  background. 

General  Oominent. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  district 
as  a whole  is  very  alive  to  the  necessity  for  the  provis- 
ion of  good  facilities  for  a satisfactory  community  life. 
I hope  to  be  able  to  report  within  a few  years  that 
every  parish  has  provision  for  indoor  and  outdoor  re- 
creation and  that  these  facilities  are  used  to  capacity 
by  the  inhabitants. 

Such  a group  of  happy,  busy  and  united  communi- 
t’es  should  result  in  a high  standard  of  social  health. 

GE^EML  SUR¥E¥. 

In  summing  up  this  report,  I can  say  that  the 
health  of  the  district  has  been  quite  satisfactory  during 
the  ye3.T.  The  lowered  birth  rate  reflects  the  national 
trend  but  may  also  be  a direct  result  of  the  housing 
shortage.  The  rise  in  the  death  rate  may  be  a further 
indication  of  an  ageing  population.  The  very  low  infant 
mortality  rate  is  an  index  of  good  general  health  al- 
though the  incidence  of  and  mortality  from  tuberculosis 
remains  more  or  less  stationary. 

Though  infectious  disease  has  been  prevalent,  the 
lack  of  complications  and  deaths  from  this  cause  in- 
dicate a continuing  high  level  of  resistance  amongst 
the  children.  i 
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Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  again  to  record  my  gratitude 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  o£  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  encourage- 
ment, the  helpful  advice  of  the  Clerk  and  the  never 
failing  co-operation  of  the  staff  whose  efficiency  is 
reflected  in  many  of  the  findings  of  this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IRENE  B.  M.  GREEN,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Inspections. 

The  following  inspections  were  made  during  the 
year : — 

Inspections  under  Housing  Acts  ...  320 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  867 

Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspections  ...  534 

Refuse  Collection,  Night  Soil  and  Cesspool 
Emptying  Service  Inspections  and  visits  703 
Moveable  Dwellings  Inspections  and  visits  74 
Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  5 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  28 

Infectious  Disease  visits  ...  ...  102 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  78 

Inspections  under  Building  Bye-laws  ...  505 

Inspections  and  visits  in  connection  with 
Estates  and  Camps  ...  ...  618 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  Inspections  ...  97 


Total  ...  3931 


Water  Supply. 

Owing  to  the  restrictions  on  capital  expenditure 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  proceed  with  the  complete 
District  Water  Supply  Scheme.  In  the  Parish  of  Hether- 
sett  the  Scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  in  1948, 
has  been  commenced  and  main  laying  operations  are 
in  progress.  The  pressure  which  will  be  available  is 
at  present  insufficient  to  give  supplies  to  individual 
houses  and  householders  will  therefore  have  to  rely 
on  a series  of  standpipes  at  selected  points  in  the 
village. 

Other  parishes  which  have  piped  supplies  are: — 
Costessey,  Caistor  St.  Edmunds,  Cringleford,  Framing- 
ham Earl,  Hackford,  Hingham,  Poringland,  Stoke  Holy 
Cross,  Trowse  Newton  and  Wicklewood.  The  water  for 
Hackford,  Hingham  and  Wicklewood  is  derived  from 
the  Waterworks  of  the  Wymondham  Urban  District 
Council  as  will  be  the  new  supply  for  Hethersett  and 
the  water  in  the  other  parishes  is  purchased  in  bulk 
from,  the  Norwich  Corporation.  Both  these  waters  are 
of  good  quality  and  purity  and  are  unlikely  to  exert 
any  plumbo-solvent  action. 
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In  the  parish  of  Ketteringham  the  principal  Land- 
owner  has  laid  water  mains  and  made  piped  supplies 
available  to  40  properties  in  addition  to  farm  supplies, 
the  water  being  supplied  from  a borehole  at  Kettering- 
ham Camp  at  present  under  the  Council’s  control. 
This  source  also  supplies  42  converted  hutments  at 
Ketteringham  Camp. 

At  Hethel  Aerodrome  51  converted  hutments  have 
piped  water  supplies  derived  from  an  Air  Ministry 
borehole  on  the  site. 

In  the  remainder  of  the  District  domestic  water 
supplies  are  derived  from  private  wells  mainly  of  the 
shallow  type  and  during  the  year  the  underground 
water  level  has  continued  to  fall  and  there  has  been 
a further  deterioration  in  the  general  water  supply 
position. 

The  Council’s  Emergency  Water  Scheme  for  which 
a new  1,000  Gallon  Tanker  was  purchased  during  the 
year,  is  in  full  operation  and  a total  of  25,000  to  30,000 
gallons  of  water  per  week  are  delivered  to  approximate- 
ly 450  houses. 

As  I stated  in  my  last  year’s  Report,  the  only 
remedy  for  the  position  is  to  press  forward  with  the 
District  Water  Scheme  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

42  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis,  38 
samples  proved  fit  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes 
and  4 unfit. 


The  number  of  dwellinghouses  and  population 
which  enjoy  a mains  water  supply  is  as  follows: — 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses 
Supplied 

Estimated 

Population 

Supplied 

Estimated 
Population 
of  Parishes 

Percentage 

Population 

Supplied 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds 

1 

4 

203 

1.970/0 

Costessey 

...  1220 

4270 

4876 

87.570/0 

Cringleford 

...  309 

1025 

1050 

97.620/0 

Framingham  Earl 

...  34 

119 

209 

56.93  o^ 

Hackf  ord 

4 

16 

195 

8.20  0/0 

Hingham 

...  363 

1271 

1440 

88.270/0 

Poringland 

...  163 

571 

1025 

55.71 0/0 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

...  35 

123 

597 

20.60  0/0 

Trowse  Newton 

...  169 

552 

570 

96.84  0/0 

Wicklewood 

64 

224 

770 

29.09  0/0 
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Having  regard  to  the  following  statistics: — 

Estimated  populafrion  of  the  district  ...  22,660 

Estim_ated  population  of  parishes  served  by 

Mains  Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  10,935 

Estimated  population  supplied  ...  ...  8,175 

It  will  be  seen  that  whilst  74.76 o/o  of  the  population 
of  the  10  parishes  served  by  a mains  water  supply  has 
a supply  from  the  mains,  the  proportion  of  the  total 
population  of  the  district  which  have  a mains  supply 
is  only  36.08  o/o. 

Sewerage. 

The  position  has  not  improved  since  1948  and  it 
has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  any  further  sewerage 
schemes  at  present  on  paper. 

The  old  sewerage  system  at  Hingham  has  con- 
tinued to  be  troublesome  and  has  been  maintained  as 
well  as  possible.  The  proposed  new  Sewerage  scheme 
for  the  Parish  has  been  approved  in  principle  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

In  Trowse  Newton  the  conversions  from  Earth 
Closets  to  Water  Closets  has  proceeded  as  materials 
and  men  have  been  available  ?md  completion  of 
connections  to  the  sewer  is  at  last  in  sight. 

HEFUSE  eOLLEeiiS^. 

The  collection  of  refuse  from  private  householders 
has  continued  on  a weekly  basis  in  the  parishes  of 
Hingham,  Costessey,  Cringleford,  Trowse  Newton  and 
parts  of  Bixley  and  Arminghall,  and  on  a fortnightly 
basis  in  the  parishes  of  Hethersett,  Poringland  and 
parts  of  Stoke  Eloly  Cross  and  Framingham  Earl. 
Weekly  collections  arc  also  made  from  converted  hut- 
ments at  Hethel  and  Ketteringham  Camps  and  by 
special  arrangements,  from  the  Training  Colleges  at 
Morley  and  Keswick. 

Disposal  of  refuse  continued  at  the  Council’s 
controlled  tip  at  Ketteringham  during  the  year.  The 
collection  of  salvage,  including  that  from  the  general 
refuse  scheme  and  from  special  collections  in  villages 
not  served,  dropped  during  the  year  almost  to  nil.  This 
was  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  it  became  impossible  to 
sell  to  the  mierchants  as  there  was  no  demand  from  the 
paper  mills. 
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During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  delivery  took 
place  of  a new  'Refuse  Collection  Vehicle.  This  made 
it  possible  for  the  existing  vehicles  to  be  re-conditioned 
and  whilst  this  was  being  done  final  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  commencement  of  a complete  District 
Scheme  of  refuse  collection. 

Scavenging. 

During  the  year  the  night  soil  collection  service 
continued  without  serious  interruption  in  the  parishes 
of  Hingham,  Trowse  Newton,  Old  Costessey  and 
Hethersett.  The  method  of  disposal  is  by  arrangement 
with  local  farmers  for  use  on  the  land  and  no  com- 
plaints or  difficulties  arose  from  this  method. 

The  emptying  of  cesspools  is  carried  out  in  con- 
junction with  the  night  soil  collection  service,  by  two 
vehicles  which  are  thereby  kept  fully  occupied  and  it 
will  be  impossible  to  extend  the  existing  service  with- 
out additional  vehicles  or  until  further  sewerage 
schemes  are  carried  out.  There  was  a continued  heavy 
demand,  both  from  private  properties  and  Council 
properties  for  the  Cesspool  Emptying  Service.  A 
number  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Estates  are  now  in- 
cluded in  a regular  weekly,  fortnightly  or  monthly 
emptying  service. 


INFECTIONS 

DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS. 

37  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  investigated 
and  fumigations  carried  out  to  rooms  in  11  premises. 
Where  patients  were  nursed  at  home  disinfectants 
were  supplied  and  advice  given  on  precautions  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

The  8 cases  of  Poliomyelitis  necessitated  detailed 
investigations  and  inspections  particulars  of  which  have 
already  been  given  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

5 premises  were  disinfested  against  insect  pests. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Norfolk  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  for  the  use  of  their  pest  control 
staff  for  rodent  destruction  in  the  district,  have  con- 
tinued during  the  year.  95  complaints  of  infestation 
were  investigated  and  dealt  with  and  in  addition  block 
treatment  was  applied  at  Costessey,  Cringleford  and 
Ketteringham  Camp. 

MILK,  COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

During  the  year  the  supervision  of  Cow  Sheds  was 
transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
by  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  and  the 
supervision  of  the  pasteurising  plant  was  transferred 
to  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

At  the  time  of  the  transfer  there  were  283  Cow- 
sheds registered  in  the  district,  40  Accredited  Producers’ 
and  38  T.T.  Licences  were  in  force. 

Licences  issued  by  the  Council  were  as  follows: — 

Dealer’s  Retail  Licence  to  use  the  Designation 

“Tuberculin  Tested.”  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of 

the  special  designation  “Pasteurised.”  ...  ...  1 

Samples  of  heat  treated  and  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk 
were  taken  regularly  from  the  Milk  Marketing  Board 
Creamery,  Harford  Bridges  and  all  of  these  proved 
satisfactory. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Swardeston 
has  been  in  continuous  use  throughout  the  year.  An 
Inspector  has  been  in  daily  attendance  there  and  all  the 
animals  killed  were  examined  as  to  their  fitness  for 
human  consumption.  The  working  of  the  slaughterhouse, 
the  storage  and  the  handling  of  the  butchers’  meat  and 
loading  of  the  meat  for  distribution  has  been  under 
effective  sanitary  control  at  all  times  but  there  still 
appears  to  be  room  for  improvement  in  the  methods 
of  conveyance  to  and  distribution  at  retailers  premises. 
The  relative  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  and  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act,  1933,  have  been  satisfactorily  observed. 
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The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  during 
the  year. 

Pork  Sows  and 

Bulls.  Cows.  Bullocks  Heifers.  Calves.  Sheep.  Pigs.  Boars. 

87  1226  1066  595  1703  4665  991  681 

A total  of  11015  animals. 


Upon  inspection  the  following  meat  was  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  was  converted  into 
inedible  products,  under  the  Ministry’s  Scheme  for 
dealing  with  unsound  meat: — 


BEEF. 

Tons 

Weight. 
Cwts.  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

25  Cows  (Tuberculosis)- 

6 

16 

1 

24 

1 Cow  (Fevered) 

6 

L 

17 

2 Cows  (Septic  Pericarditis) 

10 

1 

17 

1 Cow  (Septic  Metritis) 

5 

1 

3 

1 Cow  (Severe  bruising) 

4 

3 

1 

2 Cows  (Septicaemia) 

12 

3 

11 

1 Cow  (Dropsy  & Emaciatn.) 

6 

1 

16 

6 Bullocks  (Tuberculosis) 

1 

14 

2 

13 

1 Bullock  (Fevered) 

• 5 

1 

25 

8 Heifers  (Tuberculosis) 

1 

17 

1 

9 

1 Heifer  (Accidental  death) 

3 

3 

2 Bulls  (Tuberculosis) 

16 

o 

O 

13 

MUTTON. 

1 Sheep  (Tuberculosis) 

2 

4 

1 Sheep  (Parasitic) 

2 

6 

1 Sheep  (Cadaverous) 

2 

4 

1 Sheep  (Pyaemia) 

2 

4 

VEAL. 

1 Calf  (Tuberculosis) 

4 

4 

1 Calf  (Umbilical  Pyaemia)  ... 

6 

7 

1 Calf  (Moribund) 

4 

15 

PORK. 

3 Sows  (Tuberculosis). 

4 

2 

5 

1 Sow  (Multiple  Abscesses) 

1 

3 

4 

1 Sow  (Fevered) 

2 

3 

5 

3 Sows  (Septic  Pericarditis) 

6 

3 

9 

2 Sows  (Septicaemia) 

4 

2 

13 

1 Sow  (Moribund) 

2 

1 

19 

10  Pigs  (Tuberculosis) 

11 

0 

2 
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PORK — continued. 

Tons. 

Weight 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs 

1 Pig  (Pericarditis) 

1 

0 

17 

2 Pigs  (Fevered) 

1 

1 

25 

1 Pig  (Pathological  Emaciatn. 

3 

0 

1 Pig  (Cadaverous) 

1 

0 

18 

3 Pigs  (Swine  Erysipelas) 

3 

1 

5 

3 Pigs  (Moribund) 

2 

1 

17 

1 Pig  (Septic  Pleurisy) 

3 

0 

3 Boars  (Tuberculosis) 

5 

1 

14 

Parts  of  Carcases  and  organs 
condemned  for  various  diseases  . . . 

21 

19 

3 

27 

Total  weight  condemned  ... 

38 

18 

3 

12 

Percentage  of  animals  condemned  for  Tuberculosis: — 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Boars 

2.30%  2.04%  0.56%  1.34%  0.058%  0.021%  1.01%  0.88% 

Percentage  of  animals  condemned  for  all  diseases: — 

Sows  and 

Bulls  Cows  Bullocks  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Boars 

2.30%  2.69%  0.66%  1.51%  0.18%  0.086%  2 22%  2.056% 

FOOD  mu  mum  aot,  1958. 

See  Cream. 

Two  Ice  Cream  factories  are  registered  with  the 
Council  under  the  provisions  of  Section  13  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  One  of  these  became  disused 
during  the  year  and  is  now  in  use  as  ice  cream  storage 
premises.  Both  this  and  the  other  factory  have  been 
the  subject  of  regular  inspection  and  sampling.  The 
premises  and  methods  of  production  and  standard  of 
cleanliness  were  satisfactorily  maintained.  The  vehicles 
of  itinerant  ice  cream  vendors  have  been  inspected  as 
occasion  allowed,  to  ensure  that  the  relative  provisions 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  are  properly  observed. 
10  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 
6 samples  were  taken  during  the  year  with  the  follow- 
ing results,  3 in  Grade  III  and  3 in  Grade  IV  (Grades 
I and  II  are  regarded  as  satisfactory.  Grades  III  and  IV 
as  unsatisfactory).  Whilst  the  results  were  unsatis- 
factory, upon  full  investigation  no  serious  complaint 
could  be  found  either  in  the  condition  of  the  premises 
or  the  methods  of  production. 
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Knackers  Yard. 

The  premises  registered  as  a Knackers  Yard  have 
been  kept  under  continuous  observation  during  the  ^^ear. 
The  amount  of  trade  carried  on  there  has  continued 
to  increase.  Steps  taken  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
arising  from  the  disposal  of  drainage  from  the  bone 
steaming  equipment  installed  at  these  premises  did 
not  prove  satisfactory  and  consultations  are  still  in 
progress  with  the  owners  regarding  alternative  steps 
to  be  taken. 


HOUSING. 

Circumstances  have  again  prevented  any  serious 
attempt  at  slum  clearance  in  the  district  and  the  100  or 
more  dwellings,  the  subject  of  Demolition  or  Clearance 
Orders  to  whicffi  I referred  in  my  last  report,  are  mostly 
still  occupied. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  6 
dwellings  during  the  year  and  an  undertaking  not  to 
re-let  was  accepted  in  the  case  of  the  seventh.  Action 
was  also  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  to  secure 
the  demolition  of  4 cottages  which  were  the  subject 
of  a pre-war  Clearance  Order. 

320  Housing  Inspections  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  In  addition  to  informal  action,  the  following 
Notices  were  served: — 

Preliminary  Statutory 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  13  5 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  2 1 

The  Housing  Act,  1949  received  the  Royal  Assent 
on  the  30th  July.  The  new  Act  makes  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Those  which  are 
mainly  the  concern  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
are  the  removal  of  references  to  the  working  classes, 
the  quashing  of  demolition  orders,  the  preservation  of 
certain  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  ex- 
chequer contributions  for  the  improvement  of  housing 
accommodation  either  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by 
persons  other  than  the  Local  Authority.  It  is  early  yet 
to  say  whether  the  new  Act  will  prove  to  be  a great 
step  forward  in  the  provision  and  improvement  of 
housing  accommodation  but  it  is  already  apparent  that 
the  number  of  properties  which  will  be  eligible  for  re- 
conditioning does  not  appear  to  be  so  great  as  was 
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anticipated,  the  main  reason  being  that  the  total  ex- 
penditure on  improvements  is  restricted  to  a figure 
which,  with  many  properties,  is  too  low  to  allow  for 
them  to  be  brought  up  to  the  standard  as  laid  down  in 
the  Act.  It  is  expected  that  a better  picture  of  the 
working  of  the  Act  will  be  available  after  a further 
twelve  months. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  restriction  of  house  building  had  the  result 
of  forcing  many  people  to  provide  themselves  with 
accommodation  in  the  shape  of  caravans  and  these 
have  constituted  a serious  problem,  especially  in  the 
parish  of  Costessey  where  they  are  kept  under  continual 
observation. 

The  Council  recognised  the  problem  and  took  steps 
to  acquire  land  in  Costessey  to  ensure  that  these 
caravans  would  not  be  scattered  uncontrolled  through- 
out the  parish  and  to  enforce  proper  sanitary  control 
of  them.  These  were  abortive,  however,  as  the  owner 
of  the  proposed  land  was  unwilling  to  sell  and  the 
problem  is  still  a serious  one.  I am  of  opinion  that  the 
Council  should  continue  their  attempts  to  secure  the 
proper  concentration  of  caravans  in  Costessey. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 


The  following  new  dwellings  were  approved  under 
Building  Bye-laws  andAr  Town  Planning: — 


By  the  Local  Authority: 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Arminghall 

...  6 

— 

Barnham  Broom  ... 

...  4 



Bracon  Ash 

...  4 

■ 

Bawburgh 

...  8 

— 

Bramerton 

...  6 

— • 

Costessey 

...  30 

— 

Flordon 

— 

6 

Hackford 

’’’  4 

— 

Newton  Flotman 

— 

6 

Rockland  St.  Mary 

8 

— 

Runhall 

...  6 

— 

Wreningham 

...  4 

6 

80 

18 
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By  Private  Enterprise: 

Parish 

Arminghall 

Barnham  Broom  ... 

Bawburgh 

Bramerton 

Costessey 

Cringleford 

Easton 

Framingham  Earl 

Hethersett 

Hingham 

Ketteringham 

Little  Melton 

Marlingford  & Colton 

Mulbarton 

Newton  Flotman 

Poringland 

Rockland  St.  Mary 

Saxlingham 

Shotesham 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 


Houses 


1 

2 

5 

5 


2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 


3 

1 
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Bungalows 

1 


1 

14 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 
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The  following  conversions  and  adaptations  were 
approved: — 


By  the  Local  Authority: 

Parish 

Hethel 

Ketteringham 

By  Private  Enterprise: 
Hethersett 
Hingham 
Mulbarton 
Newton  Flotman 
Saxlingham 
Shotesham 
Surlingham 


Houses  Bungalows  Hutments 

— — 51 

— — 2 


1 

1 

3 

1 


3 


7 


53 
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During  the  year  the  following  new  dwellings  were 
completed 


By  the  Local  Authority: 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Hutments 

Easton 

10 

— 

— 

Hethel 

— . 

— 

48 

Hethersett 

8 

4 

— 

Hingham 

8 

— 

— 

Ketteringham 

— — 

— 

2 

Mulbarton 

10 

— 

— 

Surlingham 

— 

4 

— 

36 

8 

50 

By  Private  Enterprise: 

Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Hutments 

Barford 

— 

1 

— 

Bixley 

— 

1 

— 

Braconash 

4 

— 

— 

Costessey 

— 

4 

— 

Caistor  St.  Edmunds  2 

— 

— 

Cringleford 

6 

1 

— 

Hethersett 

1 

— 

— 

Hingham 

— ■ 

1 

— 

Little  Melton 

1 

— 

— 

Newton  Flotman 

1 

— 

— • 

Runhall 

1 

• — 

— 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

— 

2 

— 

Swardeston 

1 

1 

— 

17 

11 

— 

BUILDING  BYE-LAWS  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

The  Council  has  continued  to  carry  out  the  dele- 
gated duties  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act,  1947  and  as  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  the 
work  involves  a great  deal  of  office  work,  in  connect- 
ion with  the  keeping  of  registers,  filing  of  forms  and 
advice  to  applicants. 

CIVIL  BUILDING  CONTROL 

Building  Licensing  Pvegulations  have  remained  in 
force  during  the  3^ear  without  any  change  in  the, 
financial  limits  under  which  new  work  may  be  under- 
taken. 
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The  raising  in  1948  of  the  free  limit  in  respect  of 
repairs  to  dwellinghouses,  from  £10  to  £100,  has  now 
been  in  force  long  enough  to  shew  that  normal  repairs 
necessary  from  year  to  year  to  dwellinghouses  can  be 
carried  out  within  the  free  limit  and  there  is  therefore 
a substantial  reduction  in  the  number  of  applications 
and  licences  issued. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  regarding  appli- 
cations and  licences  issued  for  repairs  amounting  tp 
over  £100  per  property:-- 

Licences 

Applications  Granted  Value 

REPAIRS  122  86  £29,981  7s.  3d. 

The  issue  of  Licences  for  the  erection  of  new 
dwellings  by  private  enterprise  continued  in  accordance 
with  the  small  Quota  allowed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  i.e.,  not  more  than  1 in  10  of  dwellings  erected 
by  the  Local  Authority,  which  means  of  course,  that 
the  number  of  outstanding  applications  steadily  in- 
creased. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  applications  on  the  register 
were  as  follows: — 

Houses  Bungalows  Total 

19  41  60 

The  following  Licences  were  granted: — 

Houses  Bungalows  Total 

5 9 14 

12  persons  commenced  the  erection  of  new 

dwellings  for  their  own  occupation  during  the  year 
under  the'  £100  free  limit.  The  Ministry  of  Health 
apparently  never  intended  that  this  £100  free  limit  per 
year  should  be  used  for  the  erection  of  new  dwellings 
but,  in  view  of  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry 
to  give  a definite  ruling  on  this  point,  it  was  not  with- 
in the  Local  Authority’s  jurisdiction  to  take  any  action 
except  in  cases  where  it  could  be  proved  that  the  £100 
free  limit  per  year  had  been  exceeded. 
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4 cases  were  reported  to  the  Council  and  in  one 
case  where  the  free  limit  amount  had  been  greatly 
exceeded  it  was  decided  to  take  legal  action,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  case  was  pending. 

ESTATES—REPAIRS  AND  MAINTENANCE. 

The  supervision  of  the  repairs  and  maintenance  of 
all  properties  owned  by  the  Council  remained  the 
responsibility  of  the  Building  Surveyor  and  whilst  this 
subject  does  not  normally  come  within  the  province  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  Annual  Report,  1 feel 
that  it  can  quite  rightly  be  included  where  the  same 
Officer  is  responsible.  It  can  be  reported  that  satis- 
factory progress  has  been  made  towards  the  ultimate 
timetable  for  the  carrying  out  of  painting  and  repairs 
by  the  Direct  Labour  Scheme.  The  progress  has 
naturally  been  limited  in  accordance  with  the  labour 
employed,  and  to  be  able  to  report  that  regular  painting 
of  all  Council  properties  at  satisfactory  intervals  can 
be  carried  out,  will  only  be  possible  when  the  existing 
number  of  employees  is  increased. 

1 do  not  think  it  is  necessary  in  this  report  to 
dwell  on  financial  details,  but  1 would  say  that,  with 
the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  new  houses  being 
erected  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the  need  for  im- 
proving the  amenities  in  the  pre-war  properties,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  continual  revision  and  improvement 
to  the  whole  scheme. 

The  following  dwellings  have  been  painted  and 
repaired  by  Direct  Labour  during  the  year: — 

Temporary 

Houses  Bungalows  Dwellings  Total 

120  15  16  151 

Total  dwellings  painted  since  June  1948: — 

Temporary 

Houses  Bungalows  Dwellings  Total 

208  35  16  259 
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Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  may  I express  my  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  to  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  in  particular  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  for  the  consideration 
which  has  been  shewn  to  me  at  all  times.  I should  also 
like  to  record  my  special  thanks  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  for  their  help- 
ful co-operation  and  advice,  also  to  the  members  of  my 
staff  for  their  untiring  efforts  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  A.  J.  BROWNE,  M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Building  Surveyor. 


Council  Offices, 

12,  The  Close,  Norwich. 


August,  1950 


